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TO  The  chairman  and  members  of  holsworthy  urban  and  rural 

DISTRICT  COUNCILS. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1962,  thus  fulfilling  a statutory  obligation 
placed  on  Medical  Officers  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  Officers’ 
Regulations,  1959. 

The  fact  that  several  years  have  elapsed  since  a similar  report 
was  last  submitted  implies  no  critisism  whatsoever  of  my  predecessors 
who  held  office  in  part  time  capacities  only,  and  whose  services  to 
the  Councils  were  of  the  highest  order  in  spite  of  the  heavy  demand 
on  their  time  in  general  practice. 

Although  certain  aspects  of  public  health  work  performed 
during  the  past  few  years  has  been  unrecorded,  the  results  of  this 
work  are  evident  in  the  progress  achieved  in  several  respects, 
notably  housing  and  sewage  disposal.  Now  , due  to  an  increasing 
awareness  of  problems  yet  to  be  faced  and  to  additional  responsibiliti 
about  to  be  imposed  on  Local  Authorities  by  new  legislation,  it  has 
been  decided  to  appoint  an  additional  public  health  inspector  to 
enable  the  Authorities  to  carry  out  their  functions  effectively. 

My  thanks  go  to  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  the  support  and 
encouragement  you  have  given  me  at  all  times,  and  I readily 
acknowledge  the  help  given  by  the  Clerk,  Surveyor  and  members  of 
the  staff. 


I am, 

yours  faithfully, 

H.MERVYN  THOMAS . 


September,  1963* 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres. . . 


Population  (Registrar  General's  mid- 
year estimate) 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ...  

Rateable  Value. . 

(as  at  31st  March,  1962) 

Product  of  penny  rate ... 

(Year  to  31st  March,  1963) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  a)  Legitimate  

b)  Illegitimate  


Totals 


Crude  Birth  Rate 


• • • 


• » 


Hols worthy 
Urban  Dis. 

70A 


1, 530 
527 
£32,065 
£97.3.6. 


Corrected  Birth  Rate  , ... 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  = 18.0. 

Stillbirths • • 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  old) 

Maternal  Deaths  . . . 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Crude  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Corrected  Death  Rate  

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  = 11.9 


14 
1 

15 
9.4 
9.0 


1 

0 

0 

22 

13.2 

9.6 


Ho Is worthy 
Rural  Dis. 

7 

5,780 

1,838 

£33,828 

£125.16.4 


86 

2 

88 

15.2 

17.0 

2 

1 

0 

75 

12.9 

11.3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast  

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . .. 
Coronary  Disease,  angina*.  ...  ... 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  • • « •• 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  •• 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Congenital  Malformations  . ... 

Other  Defined  and  Illdefined  Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . ... 

TOTALS 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 


Holsworthy  Holsworthy 
Urban  dis.  Rural  Dis. 
Males  Females  Males  Females 


1 


3 


1 

3 


3 

1 


1 

3 

1 


1 


2 


3 

5 

12 

1 

S 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 


10 


12 


1 

1 

1 

40 


4 

6 

9 

1 

4 

1 


1 

1 


1 


5 

1 

35 


Holsworthy  Urban  District 

Scarlet  Fever. *...4  cases 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. . 1 case 


Holsworthy  Rural  Distri c t 

Measles 3 cases 

Scarlet  Fever....  6 cases 
Acute  Pneumonia. . 3 cases 
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MSS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  stationed  in  Holsworthy  for 
four  days  during  July  last  and  835  persons  attended  for  chest  X ray 
examination.  The  attendances  were  made  up  as  follows. 

General  Practitioner  Referrals  ...  2 

School  leavers  . . ...  38 


’’Positive  reactor1'  school  children 


• © o o • • 


Adult  contacts  of  positive  reactor  children  . . 


Employees  of  small  firms 


• . ... 


Hospital  Staff  . . 


...  ...  ... 


School  Staff 


...  ...  .. 


General  Public  . . 


• • • • • 


• ft  • • • • O 0 


...  32 

...  23 

...  123 
. ..  16 
...  13 

...  588 


One  case  of  tuberculosis,  previously  undiagnosed,  was  revealed 
as  a result  of  this  survey. 

It  was  necessary  to  remove  one  person  to  hospital  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  act.  After  receiving  treatment  the  patient 
concerned  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  allowed  to  return  home. 


MEALS  ON  WHEELS  SCHEME 

The  National  Assistance  1948  (Amendment)  Act  1962  extends  the 
previous  powers  of  Local  Authorities  so  as  to  enable  them  to  provide 
meals  and  recreation  for  old  people,  either  directly  or  through  the 
agency  of  voluntary  organisations. 

It  was  decided  to  join  with  the  County  Council  in  supporting 
the  W.V.S.  financially  to  enable  this  admirable  body  to  operate  a meals 
on  wheels  scheme  in  the  area. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


HOUSING 


Both  Authorities  have  shown  active  concern  over  the  provision 
of  new  houses.  It  seems  that  the  resources  of  the  Urban  District 

have  been  stretched  to  the  limit  of  what  may  be  considered  reasonable 
in  this  respect,  having  regard  to  its  size.  It  is  hoped  that  in 
future  more  positive  action  can  be  taken  to  persuade  private  landlords 
to  improve  their  properties  under  the  improvement  grant  schemes. 

In  the  Rural  District  there  are  scattered  groups  of  dwellings 
which  are  in  varying  stages  of  decay  and  lacking  in  the  basic  amenities. 
Again  it  is  hoped  that  detailed  inspections  can  be  undertaken  to  enable 
the  Authority  to  exercise  its  various  powers  in  regard  to  improvement 
and  rehousing. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


I have  readily  acknowledged  the  efforts  of  the  North  Devon  Water 
Board  to  improve  and  extend  the  supply  of  piped  water  throughout  the 
area.  Regular  sampling  throughout  the  year  showed  the  supply  to  be 
pure  and  wholesome. 

There  are  many  dwellings,  however,  still  dependent  on  shallow 
wells  for  their  water  supply,  some  of  which  have  been  shown  to  be  heavily 
polluted.  Several  of  these  dwellings  are  situated  in  the  villages  whe 
the  main  supply  is  available.  It  is  proposed  to  examine  the  problem 
in  detail  so  that  the  Authority  may  decide  on  appropriate  action. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Holsworthy  Urban  District  Council 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  my  Department  during  the  year. 

Probably  as  a prelude  to  a complete  amalgamation  of  the  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  in  the  future,  the  Staffs  of  the  two  Authorities  combined 
in  a joint  administration.  Mr.  E. A. Hooper,  who  has  been  the  Surveyor  and 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Rural  District  as  well  as  locum  officer 
to  the  Urban  District  on  many  occasions  retired  in  June  and  Mr.  T.A.J. 
Fowler  was  appointed  Assistant  Surveyor  and  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  fill  the  vacancyon  the  combined  staff. 

Once  again  the  aim  of  100%  meat  inspection  occupied  a large  amount 
of  time  and,  in  conjunction  with  work  on  capital  projects  of  housing, 
sewage  and  grant  applications,  left  little  time  for  routine  inspections. 

It  became  even  more  apparent  during  the  year  that,  in  order  to  cope 
with  the  forthcoming  legislation  on  offices,  meat  inspection,  etc., 
as  well  as  carrying  out  housing  surveys  and  routine  inspections,  further 
staff  would  need  to  be  engaged. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  Council’s  Officers  for  assistance 
and  advice,  readily  given,  and  to  the  workmen,  too  few  in  number, 
for  loyal  service. 


Yours  faithfully, 

R.G. Green. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


The  following  is  a list  of  houses  provided  by  the  Council 


Pre-war 


Foresters  Road 
Dobles  Terrace 
Pins  Park 


17 

6 

8 


Post-war 


Westcroft  (Aluminium  prefabs) 

Well  Perk  (Converted  wartime  huts) 
Dobles  Square  do 


Pins  Park 
Glebelands 
Stanhope  Close 


do 


10 

40 

48 

15 

7 

13 


Holsworthy  has  the  second  best  record  of  Urban  Districts  in  the  County 
per  1,000  of  population  and  is  twice  the  average  for  all  Urban  Districts 
in  Devon.  It  has  the  third  highest  record  of  all  Authorities  irwthe 
County. 

During  the  year  the  Council  has  considered  the  replacement  of  the  prefabs 
and  the  remaining  huts  in  Dobles  Square.  At  the  end  of  the  year  under 
review  plans  were  well  advanced.  The  demolition  of  the  remaining  huts 
in  Dobles  Square  will  mean  the  final  clearance  of  63  dwellings  included 
in  a Housing  Clearance  Area. 

The  Council  will  then  need  to  consider  their  general  housing  policy  in 
view  of  their  economic  impact  on  the  town.  With  the  completion  of  the 
next  housing  contract  the  Council  will  be  the  owners  of  over  a quarter 
of  the  houses  in  the  town.  This  condition  is  in  spite  of  the 
relatively  high  rents,  compared  to  private  houses,  and  the  generally 
low  individual  wages  in  this  mainly  agricultural  area. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

In  spite  of  publicity,  only  five  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were^ 
received  during  the  year.  Only  two  grants  were  actually  paid,  following 
completion  of  the  work  during  the  year,  as  follows: 


Received  5 
Approved  5 

Amount  of  grants  paid  £101.18.6.  (2) 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  of  refuse  was  made  more  difficult  during  the  year  by  the 
fact  that  a firm  of  waste  paper  merchants  ceased  to  collect  this  type  of 
refuse  from  trade  premises. 

The  refuse  collecting  vehicle  also  developed  serious  mechanical  trouble 
which  meant  that  the  service  had  to  be  maintained  by  means  of  a hired 
vehicle. 

A weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  maintained  as  well  as  collection 
from  trade  premises. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  council,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Rural  District 
Council,  were  considering  jointly  purchasing  a tractor  which,  amongst 
other  things,  could,  with  the  necessary  equipment,  be  used  for  levelling 
and  covering  at  the  tip. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

During  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the 
general  condition  of  food  premises  in  the  town.  Apart  from  new  shop 
fronts  making  the  general  appearance  of  the  Square  more  attractive,  the 
increased  use  of  modern  materials  and  equipment  has  produced  premises 
which  compare  very  favourably  with  similar  premises  in  towns  much  larger 
and  richer.  There  have  been  numbers  of  informal  discussions  with 
builders,  architects  and  shopkeepers  and  much  has  been  achieved  in 
unrecorded  but  quietly  productive  mutual  cooperation.  One  prosecution 
was  successfully  taken  with  regard  to  a butcher’s  assistant  smoking 
whilst  serving  meat. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

In  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Divisional  Pest  Office, 
the  routine  baiting  of  the  town  sewers  was  carried  out.  The  results 
were  satisfactory  and  indicated  that  there  was  no  apparent  infestation. 

Routine  baiting  is  carried  out  at  the  refuse  tip. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSE 


The  appointed  day  was  fixed  for  the  1st  October,  1961.  Very  substantial 
improvements  had  taken  place  before  that  date  and  these  meant  that  for 
the  foreseeable  future  the  premises,  which  are  a necessary  adjunct  to 
the  Cattle  Market,  will  be  retained. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  and  improve  the  standards  of  hygiene 
of  the  premises  and  employees. 
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CATTLE  MARKET 


The  following  shows  the  throughput  at  the  Cattle  Market: 


Cattle  (all  Classes) 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 


16,507 

68,897 

38,887 

10,669 

134,960 


TOTAL 


These  large  numbers  have  tested  the  capacity  of  the  Market  to  its 
fullest  and  have  shown  the  value  of  the  new  access  road,  the  additional 
car  parking  areas  and  the  greatly  improved  market  buildings. 

Dairy  cattle  are  milked  under  hygienic  conditions  and  milk  is  cooled 
and  passed  into  churns  in  the  dairy  building.  The  output  of  each 
cow  is  recorded  as  part  of  the  Market  facilities. 

The  market  is  under  the  general  supervision  only  of  my  department,  the 
day_to-day  running  of  the  market  is  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Kivells,  who 
have  been  most  cooperative  in  the  carrying  out  of  improvements  and 
attending  to  the  minor  complaints  which  have  arisen. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  North  Devon  Water  Board  has  continued  to  improve  the  service 
available  in  the  town  and  their  officers  continue  to  give  prompt  and 
efficient  attention  to  all  complaints  and  problems. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  TREATMENT 

It  is  only  a little  over  ten  years  ago  since  the  principal  means  of 
sewage  treatment  was  a small  sewage  works  serving  the  Trewyn  area. 

The  remainder  of  the  town  drained  into  the  rivers  after,  in  some  cases, 
only  very  elementary  treatment  by  settling. 

The  picture  began  to  improve  a little  over  ten  years  ago,  when  the 
Western  side  of  the  town  was  sewered  and  the  first  part  of  a treatment 
works  was  constructed  at  Derriton.  The  Eastern,  half  of  the  town  was 
sewered  about  three  years  ago,  when  the  works  were  again  enlarged  to 
more  than  double  the  original  size.  Additions  to  the  contract  were 
made  during  the  carrying  out  of  the  work,  to  enable  further  properties 
in  Chapel  Street,  Stanhope  Close  and  Church  Lane  to  be  sewered. 

It  has  now  become  apparent  that  even  this  enlarged  scheme  is  not 
sufficient,  due  in  a large  part  to  the  vastly  increased  throughput 
at  the  Cattle  Market. 

The  Council  are  actively  pursuing  this  problem  and,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Rural  District  Council,  are  considering  enlarging  the  works 
so  as  to  afford  facilities  for  the  Whimble  Hill,  Staddon  Road  and 

Chasty  areas. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  (cont) 


Much  useful  advice  has  been  received  from  the  officers  of  the  Cornwall 
River  Board  and  - in  particular  - from  Mr.  J.B.  Purves,  the  Board’s 
River  Pollution  Prevention  Officer,  and  I would  express  my  thanks  to 
him. 

DETAILS  OF  INSPeCTIONS  MADE. 


• • # 


• • • 


• a e 


re  vi 


its) 


• » » 


Overcrowding 
Meat  Inspection 
Inspection  of  Food  Premises 
Inspection  of  Food  Premises 
Pannier  Market 
Factories  Act  - Routine 
Milk  and  Dairies  . 

Infectious  diseases 

Insect  pests  

do  - Revisits  . 

Refuse  Tip  ... 

Rodent  Control  ... 

do  - Revisits  . 

Standard  Grants  . . 

do  - Revisits  . 

Cattle  Market  

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
Wat  er  Supply 
Petroleum 

do  - Revisits 

Drainage 

do  - Revisits 

Mortuary 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served 
Number  of  preliminary  notices  completed 
Building  Byelaws 
Sewerage  Works 
Complaints  of  disrepair 


• • ♦ 


• • • 


# • • 


• » • 


1 

362 

15 

3 

11 

48 

2 

1 

3 

1 

31 

3 

3 

7 

11 

12 

10 

15 

7 

3 

30 

12 

10 

5 

5 

53 

70 

358 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


i ; 

t 

Cattle 

i Calves 

Sheep 

& | 
Lambs 

Pigs.  ( 

i 

{Number  killed 

132 

1 190 

10,894  ) 

8,215  1 

{Number  inspected 

182 

t— 1 

0 Q 

UR 

L 

10, 606  j 

3,212  | 

'ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  i 

(TUBERCULOSIS  AND  CYSTICERGI  ! 

j 

{Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

J 1 

43  1 

C 

24  I 

{Carcase  of  which  some  part  j 
{or  organ  was  condemned 

17 

— 

j 

862  | 

392  | 

j % of  number  inspected 
{affected  by  other  than 
{tuberculosis  and  cysticerci j 

10.4 

| 0.54 

8.53  | 

5.06  | 

(tuberculosis  only  ! 

; 

{Whole  carcases  condemned  j 

- 

— 

— 

1 j 

{Carcase  of  which  some  part  j 
lor  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

| 

133  1 

\%  of  number  inspected 
laffected  bv  tuberculosis 

Nil 

! Nil 

Nil  1 

2.24  1 

jCYSTICEROSIS  I 

Nil 

| Nil 

Nil  j 

Nil  j 
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SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNATION  WITH  CAUSE 


jFood  Stuffs  | 

Condemned 

Cause  ) Whole  j Part 

! carcases  carcases; 

En 

M 

03. 

Multiple  Abscess  formation  j 1 

Emaciation  (Johne’s  disease)  • j 1 

: • t 

BEEF  OFFAL  [ 

: j 

Distoma  Hepaticum  cysts  & ) 

congestion  j j 13  j 

Other  causes  j j 4 

(VEAL  | 

Fevered  j 1 | 

HUTTON  | 

r : 

: 

c 

* 

j 

j 

: 

111  set  | 3 | j 
Multiple  abscess  formation  j 2 | j 
Peritonitis  j 1 S j 
111  bled  | 2 | 1 
Septicaemia  1 S | j 
Inflamation  j 6 j j 
Emaciation  1 6 j j 
Oedema  | 4 j 

Fevered  j ' \ j 
Abnormal  odour  j 1 

[LAMB 

Moribund  j 3 j j 

HUTTON  OFFAL 

i 

Distoma  hepaticum  cysts  & ! j 

congestion  j } ou 

jPQRK 

j 

: 

: 

: 

Tuberculosis  j 1 j 

Emaciation  (Sow)  j 1 j j 

Acute  peritonitis  | & 

| Fevered  j 4 j j 

| Pyaemia  j 2 

| Inflamation  j 2 j j 

) Septic  pneumonia  1 

| 111  set  | 3 | | 

j Septicaemia  j 5 

jPORK  PARTS 

l 

i Tuberculosis  ] j 1^3  j 

IPORK  OFFAL 

j Other  causes  | [ 392  i 
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FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  AREA 


A.  Number  of  food  premises 


• • • 


Bakehouses  

Bakers f ’ shops  

Butchers1  shops  

Cafes  & Restaurants  including  fish 

Confectioners  

Fishmongers  

Greengrocers  . . . 

Grocers  & Provision  dealers 
Markets : Cattle 

Pannier 


salons 


2 

2 

4 

4 

5 
1 
1 
8 
1 
1 


N.B.  In  addition  there  are  four  market  stalls  in  "Butchers’  Row" 
under  the  Market  Hall*  These  operate  on  Market  days  only. 


One  fishmonger  attends  the  pannier  market  on  Wednesdays. 

B.  Four  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of 
preserved  foods*  (Sausages). 

C.  Eight  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream* 
All  the  ice-cream  is  pre-packed. 

D.  Seven  premises  are  licenced  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit* 

E.  There  are  nineteen  factories  in  the  area. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 


1 - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(i) 

0«*«OOOOf 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number 

Inspections 

(3) 

of 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 
prosec 1 td 

(5) 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1, 2,3,4?  & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in 

(l)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority • • • • • • • 

(ill)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

19 

48 

doo«oo«o 

Total 

19 

48 

" """" 

2 - Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


PART  Vlll,  OF_THE_ACT 
Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICER 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Holsworthy  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  my  Department  during  the  year. 

Probably  as  a prelude  to  the  complete  amalgamation  of  the  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  in  the  future,  the  Staffs  of  the  two  Authorities 
combined  in  a joint  administration.  Mr.  E. A. Hooper,  who  had  been  the 
Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Rural  District  as  well  as 
locum  Officer  to  the  Urban  District  on  many  occasions,  retired  in  June 
and  Mr.  T.A.J. Fowler  was  appointed  Assistant  Surveyor  and  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  combined  staff. 

Mr.  Hooper  had  been  an  Officer  of  this  Council  for  some  25  years 
and,  with  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  area  and  his  friendly  association 
with  its  people,  it  was  not  an  easy  matter  to  fill  adequately  the  gap 
which  he  left.  His  knowledge  of  the  properties  of  the  area  must  have 
entailed  quite  a saving  in  office  records.  It  is  only  since  his 
retirement  that  the  amount  of  help  and  advice  he  gave  the  people  of  the 
district,  particularly  in  matters  outside  his  Council  duties,  has  come  to 
light. 


Once  again  the  aim  of  100%  meat  inspection  occupied  a large 
amount  of  time  and,  in  conjunction  with  work  on  capital  projects  of 
housing,  sewage  and  grant  applications,  left  little  time  for  routine 
inspections. 

It  became  even  more  apparent  during  the  year  that,  in  order  to 
cope  with  the  forthcoming  legislation  on  offices,  meat  inspection  etc., 
as  well  as  carrying  out  housing  surveys  and  routine  inspection,  further 
staff  would  need  to  be  engaged. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  Council’s  Officers  for  assistance 
and  advice,  readily  given,  and,  in  particular,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council 
Mr.  D.E.J.Veale,  and  Mrs.  Flenley,  for  their  help  and  advice  in  the 
difficult  transition  period.  Mr.  Fowler  has  given  cheerful  and  loyal 
service,  including  much  work  outside  normal  office  hours.  The  workmen 
too,  have  been  most  helpful  in  imparting  their  detailed  knowxedge  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  area. 

R. C. Green 
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HOUSING. 


The  following  is  a list  of  houses  provided  by  the  Council: 


Pre-war : Milton  Damerel  - Venn  Green  2 

Chilsworthy  - Newcourt  2 

Bridgerule  - Littlebridge  2 

Pyworthy  - Derriton  Road  2 

a total  of  8 

Post-war  s Ashwater  - Manor  Park  6 

Black  Torrington  - Bowhay  10 

Bradford  - Queens  Park  8 

Bradworthy  - Tuckers  Park  20 

Bridgerule  - Bridge  Park  12 

Clawton  - Claw  Park  12 

Halwill  - Holywell  Park  12 

Hal will  - Fir  Park  2 

Chi  Is  worthy  - Quarry  Park  4 

Milton  Damerel  - Venn  Green  2 

Pyworthy  - Derriton  Road  10 

Sutcombe  - Square  Park  4 

Tetcott  - Lana  Park  4 

Thornbury  - Dennis  Close  4 

West  Putford  - Sessacott  2 

a total  of  112 


During  the  year  four  one-bedroom  old  peoples1  bungalows  were  built 
at  Black  Torrington,  Proposals  were  also  formulated  for  the  erection 
of  dwellings  at  Venn  Green,  Holsworthy  Beacon,  Sutcombe,  Pyworthy,  Halwill, 
Ashwater  and  Bridgerule,  to  a total  of  31  in  all,  and  it  is  expected  that 
tenders  for  11  of  these  will  soon  be  to  hand. 

Eight  private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


The  Council  has  continued  to  encourage  the  making  of  improvement  grants 
of  both  types.  Since  the  inception  of  the  improvement  grant  schemes,  a 
total  of  £26,343  has  been  paid  for  approved  schemes. 

During  the  year  9 Discretionary  grant  applications  were  received  and 
8 were  approved.  The  house  for  which  the  application  was  not  approved 
had  previously  had  the  benefit  of  a standard  grant  and  had  thus  reached 
a reasonable  standard  of  habitation. 

25  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were  received  and  24  were  approved. 
The  house  for  which  the  application  was  not  approved  already  had  all  the 
amenities  but  they  were  being  resited  to  meet  the  wishes  of  a new  owner. 

The  amounts  of  grants  paid  during  the  year  were: 

Discretionary  £2,603  in  respect  of  9 grants 

Standard  £2,287  in  respect  of  20  grants 

The  properties  generally  have  shown  a marked  external  improvement. 


Page  7 


R .FUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


It  has  been  possible  to  make  some  improvement  in  the  frequency  of 
collections.  The  larger  villages  have  a weekly  ollection,  whilst, 
generally,  there  is  a fortnightly  service,  with  a monthly  visit  to  the 
more  remote  districts.  It  is  the  Council’s  aim  to  improve  the 

collection  as  much  as  it  is  economically  possible.  Much  useful  co- 
operation is  given  by  the  people  in  the  outlying  areas,  who  collect  the 
refuse  in  multiwall  sacks  and  place  these  in  convenient  central  spots 
for  collection.  The  Parish  Councillors  are  also  most  helpful  in  this 
respect,  when  their  local  knowledge  is  very  useful. 

The  Council,  in  conjunction  with  the  Urban  District  Council,  are 
considering  the  purchase  of  a tractor  and  equipment  which  will  be  of  great 
assistance  in  maintaining  the  tips. 

FOOD  PREMISES 


Owing  to  the  pressure  of  work,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out 
the  routine  inspections  which  ought  to  have  been  made.  Opportunity  is 
taken,  however,  to  inspect  these  premises  when  visiting  the  villages  for 
other  purposes  and,  when  consulted,  by  the  occupiers  on  specific  problems. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


In  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Divisional  Pest 
Office,  the  routine  baiting  of  all  sewers  was  carried  out.  The  results 
were  satisfactory  and  indicated  that  there  was  no  apparent  infestation. 

Routine  baiting  is  carried  out  at  the  refuse  tips. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE 

The  appointed  day  was  fixed  for  1st  January,  1961,  Very  substantial 
additions  and  improvements  had  taken  place  before  that  date  and  a useful 
and  busy  future  can  be  foreseen.  Much  useful  help  and  advice  was  received 
from  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  and  improve  the  conditions  of  the 
premises  and  the  management  are  most  co-operative. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  North  Devon  Water  Board  has  continued  to  improve  the  supplies 
available  throughout  the  area  and  many  useful  meetings  have  been  held 
with  the  Board’s  Officers,  who  continue  to  give  prompt  and  efficient 
attention  to  all  complaints  and  problems. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  TREATMENT. 


The  long  and  tedious  process  of  providing  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Chilsworthy  and  Bradworthy  passed  one  more  hurdle  during  the  year,  when 
Planning  approval  was  received.  One  might  reasonably  expect  that,  with 
advances  in  astronautics  having  reached  such  a stage  of  development,  it 
need  not  take  several  years  for  village  sewage  schemes  to  be  constructed. 

The  powers  of  Local  Authorities  could  well  be  reviewed  so  as  to 
provide  a more  speedy  solution  to  the  problems  so  as  to  avoid  a very 
real  sense  of  frustration,  which  is  particularly  felt  by  the  villagers. 

The  sewage  works  at  Black  Torrington  continue  to  produce  a satisfactory 
effluent  and  many  favourable  comments  have  been  received  as  to  its  general 
maintenance. 

The  economics  of  Bridgerule  sewage  treatment  is  under  review  and  a 
report  has  been  called  for  as  to  its  efficiency. 

The  Council  have  under  review  the  general  sewage  needs  of  the  District 
and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  next  annual  report  some  real  progress  can  be 
reported. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961. 

Inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Act  to  secure  the  provision 
and  cleanliness  of  sanitary  accommodation.  In  all  cases  works  have  been 
effected  without  the  necessity  of  service  of  formal  notice. 

FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Butchers’  shops  5 

Cafes  & Restaurants  ...  ...  1 
Grocers  .«  ...  ...  ...  1*~ 

Grocers/General  Stores/p. 0.  ...  5 

DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Overcrowding 
Meat  Inspection 
Inspection  of  Food  Premises 
Do  (revisits) 

Factories  Act  - Routine 
Infectious  disease  ... 

Insect  pests  ...  ... 

Refuse  Tips  

Rodent  Control  ...  ... 

Do  (revisits) 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
Drainage  ...  ... 

Do  (revisits) 

Building  Byelaws  ...  ... 

Sewerage  Works  

Complaints  of  disrepair 


• • o 


• • 


1 

150 

9 
1 

23 

1 

5 

43 

2 

1 

7 

46 

10 
56 
43 

130 


Page  9 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


j • : 

| i Cattle  j 

| : ; 

Calves 

Sheep  j j 

& j Pigs  I Horses 

Lambs 

J * 

Total 

(Number  killed  \ 2 j 

91 

15,263  14,235  | 3 

19,594 

(Number  Inspected  j 2 

80 

14,869  j 4,221  1 3 

19,175  | 

[all  diseases  except  1 1 

' j 

TUBERCULOSIS  AND  1 I 

; : 

CYSTIC IRC 1 I i 

i : • 

[Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

49  | 5 | 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

984  1 286  1 

(was  condemned  1 

t ; 

(Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

1 i 

(affected  with  disease  other  than 

2.5 

6.94  1 6.89  | 

(tuberculosis  or  cysticerci. 

r | • 

j • : 

! • 

| 

(tuberculosis  only.  1 1 

j { 

(Whole  carcases  condemned  j j 

1 2 l 

j 

(Part  carcase  or  organ  condemned 

1 136  I 

(Percentage  of  number  inspected;  j 

! j 

(affected  with  tuberculosis 

f * j 

I 3.26: 

(CYSTICERCOSIS  1 - ( 

- 

* ; 

Page  10 


SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNATION  WITH  CAUSE 


[Food  Stuffs  Condemned 

| Cause 

Whole 
j carcases 

j Part 
jcar  cases 

(pork 

! Cancerous  Growth  and 

I peritonitis 

• jL 

2 

; Tuberculosis 

! 2 

! 136 

j Multiple  abscesses 

1 2 

j Pyaemia 

j 1 

| Other  causes 

| 286 

IVSAL 

j Immaturity 

j 1 

! Fevered 

j 1 

I MUTTON 

] Inflammation 

2 

| Severe  bruising 

! 2 

] Severe  bruising  (injury) 

! 13 

1 Fevered 

12 

j Multiple  growths 

| 2 

| Emaciation 

12 

? 

I Septicaemis 

! 1 

j Moribund 

1 

1 Cancerous  growths 

1 

| 

j Multiple  abscesses 

i 3 

> 

£ 

• 

| Distoma  Hepaticum  cysts 

! 

and  congestion 

1 984 
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FACTORIES  ACTf  1961 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


1 - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 


Number 
on 

Register 

(2) 


Number  of 


Inspections 

(3) 


Written 

notices 

(4) 


Occupiers 
Prosec ’ td 

(5) 


: 

13 

34 

I 1 

: 

13 

34 

| 1 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(II)  Factories  hot  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(ill)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (Excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

Total 


2 - Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

( If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  ncases 


4000000300000000006**606000«*00 

j Particulars 

1 (1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

• 0600*00  • o O O 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecutio 
r were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied!  Ref 

I To  H.M. 

1 Inspctor 

(3)  | (4) 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspecto 

(5) 

(Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

[Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

! (a)  Insufficient.... 

Q 0 © o o • 

. 1 

©••ooeoo 

1 

1 

oooo»o©oc 

2 

o©**o*o*o 

1 

1 

O000*60000#6 

Nil 

Nil 

j (b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ooo«ooooooo*oo<! 

. 1 

j Total 

2 

2 

ooe«90*o» 

4 

ocooooooo 

Nil 

• 0»9*©0©*©00 

PART  VI 11  OF  THE  ACT. 

Out  work  (Sections  133  and  134) ••Nil. 
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